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The Lyden Magazine – August 2023 

Dear Friends 

We are coming to that time of the year when we are thinking of holidays, at 
home or further afield. Our schools are coming to the end of the school year and 
for some pupils it will be the end of their time at Primary School. 

Both Bishopstone & Wanborough Schools are celebrating the time these pupils 
have been at school locally, all they have learnt and experienced during those 
years and wishing them well for their future. 

All school leavers are presented with a Bible from the Church. 

I am sure that all the children and staff are looking forward to the summer 
holidays as a time of rest, refreshment and renewal. For many of us August will 
involve travel to various destinations, or staying locally, but what is most 
important is that we do find the space and time to relax and rest.  

It is that rest and relaxation which is important in the balance of life and is 
something to be welcomed. After all, even God rested on the seventh day – a very good example to follow! 

It is not selfish to make time for ourselves but absolutely essential - we owe it both to ourselves and those we love 
and care for. 

So, happy holidays to you all this summer, at home or away - and happy work, rest and play every day! 

With love & prayers  

Sandy 

Rev Sandy Railton - contact details can be found at the back of the magazine. 

 

A Prayer for this time of holidays 

Lord God, we put ourselves into Your hands, and pray that You will bless 
us and our families during the wonderful months of summer. May we all 
help make our home a place of relaxation, joy, love, peace and safety.  

May we be generous and considerate, not thinking only about ourselves,  

but helping others enjoy the blessings of summertime.  

We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen  

 

Church Services August 2023 

For the Benefice of Wanborough, Lyddington, Bishopstone and Hinton Parva 

 

 

 

 

 

Full details of Church services can be found on the following website www.achurchnearyou.com 

 

If you are planning to get married in any of our Churches this year please be in touch with Sandy as 
soon as possible.  
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Dates for your Diary - August 2023 

Save the Date - Future events in the Benefice 

If you have a village event that you would like to advertise so that we can all save the date e-mail details to 

lydenmagazine@gmail.com.  

Want to receive a soft copy of the Lyden? 

If you live in Wanborough Parish and you wish to receive the Lyden by e-mail rather than a hard 

copy delivered through your door then please complete the consent form which  can be 

downloaded as a word document from the Parish website www.wanborough.info, under 

“Information” then “Lyden” or e-mail Angela - Lydenmagazine@gmail.com who can send the form 

to you. 

In addition to the above dates 

Wanborough Coffee morning every Thursday at 10.30am at The Brewer’s Arms 

Bridge Club every Friday evening at 7pm at Hinton Parva Village Hall 

Freedom Church 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month 

Wanborough Farmers’ Market 

There is no Farmer’s Market in August, hopefully we will see you all at the Wanborough Show instead.  Next one 

will be on Saturday 16th September at the Village Hall starting at 9am.  Look out for more details next month. 
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Maintaining Our Churches and 

Churchyards 
 

 Will you help? 

 

Do you enjoy our beautiful historic churches?  They have been around for a long time and will hopefully be around for 

generations to come. 

Not surprisingly, they are costing an increasing amount of money to maintain and keep in good order.  Even grass cutting has 

become quite a topic this year.  Many of us appreciate a well maintained churchyard but it does cost money to keep them 

looking good.  The Parochial Church Council is aware of concerns around the frequency of grass cutting and how the 

churchyards look after they have been cut as the cut grass is normally left to decompose and can look unsightly.  We recently 

collected all the cut grass at St Andrew’s and it did make a difference but came at an additional cost which was partially funded 

by a very generous resident. 

We would like to keep our churches looking as good as we can going forward but need additional funds to do this.  Donations 

are always welcome and here are two additional ways in which you can help and one of them won’t cost you anything! 
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 Wanborough Parish Council 
 

Vacancy for two Parish Councillors 

Wanborough Parish Council has two vacancies for a Parish Councillor and now wish to Co-opt someone onto the council.  

Are you looking for a new challenge? 

Do you want to make a positive difference? 

Would you like to influence decisions that affect your community? 

 

You will need to be able to attend monthly Parish Council meetings which are held on a Monday evening, plus spend some 

extra time working on areas of specialism and smaller committees. 

You will need to confirm that you meet one of the following criteria:- 

• You are registered as a local government elector for the parish; 

• You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the parish during the whole of the 12 

months before the day of co-option; 

• Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior to the day of co-option has been in the parish; or 

• You have lived in the parish or within three miles of it during the whole of the 12 months before the day of co-

option. 

Why not come along to a Parish Council meeting to see what’s involved and speak to other Parish Councillors. 

To express an interest or for more information, please contact the Parish Clerk, E-mail – Clerk@wanborough.info  

 

Hooper’s Field Sports Facility 

Wanborough Park Yoga 

Come along to Park Yoga, every Sunday morning from 9.30am to 10.30am, until 17th September. 

Everyone welcome. 

Free, just bring a mat or towel. 

Sign up to the Wanborough Park Yoga Facebook page where you can find updates from Bonnie. 

 

 

Village Maintenance 

A new dog bin has been installed next to the path on the way into Springlines Meadow. 

The Handyman is currently working his way around the village footpaths and strimming 
shrubbery to keep the paths clear.  We have a considerable number of footpaths so this 
will take him a while to complete.  He will be concentrating on the footpaths nearest the 
centre of the village first and working his way out. 

Highway Verges 

Swindon Borough Council have changed their policy with regards to Highway verge cutting, 
and have confirmed that they only cut back shrubbery to improve visibility at junctions and 
around signage. They have also reduced the number of cuts per year.   Within Wanborough 
Parish there are a significant number of  green verges and although we agree it is lovely to 
allow the shrubbery to grow,  encourage more wild flowers and help with the 
environment, we also need to ensure the roads are safe.  The Handyman has  therefore 
carried out additional shrubbery cutting around the Callas Hill junctions as this is one of the 
main areas reported to us by residents.  We will continue to monitor this but please let us 
know if you notice an area where visibility is a problem.   

To report any village maintenance issues to the Parish Council by:- 

• E-mail - Clerk@wanborough.info 

• Mobile - 07588 769829, you can ring, text or send a WhatsApp message.  

mailto:Clerk@wanborough.info
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Hooper’s Field Project Committee 

The project  committee, comprising of both Councillors and Club representatives met on Monday  10th July 2023 to discuss the 
Hooper’s Field project.   

Parish Council have submitted a “discharge of conditions” planning application (reference S/COND/23/0394) and are currently 
waiting for Swindon Borough Council to approve this. 

In the meantime a Grant application has been submitted to Community First , Landfill Tax, for phase 1 of the project.  Once the 
“discharge of conditions” application is approved then the lottery community grant application can also be submitted. 

We are pleased to confirm that our grant application to Wanborough Community Trust has been successful and they have 
agreed to fund 50% of the cost of installing a new Petanque Terrain. 

 

Community Village Walks 
 

It was glorious sunny afternoon for the community village walk  at the end of June. 

Walking along the paths behind the High Street up towards Hinton Parva and then 
down to Horpit, around Warneage Woods to Hooper’s Field for refreshments. 

Many thanks to David Mantle for taking some photos. 
 

 

 

Allotment Competition & Presentation 

The annual allotment competition will be held once again this year with the judging taking place on:- 

• 1st round - 19th July 2023 

• 2nd round - 16th August 2023 

There are two competitions:- 

• The Ron Kent Best Kept Allotment for all allotment holders  

• The Best Kept New Allotment for allotment holders who have taken on a new plot in the last two years 

Presentation of prizes and social event  for all allotment holders will be held on Saturday  9th September 2023. 

We wish all allotment holders the best of luck. 

 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Full Parish Council meeting is due to be held on Monday 4th September 2023 at Wanborough Village Hall starting at 

7.30pm. 

All residents are welcome to attend and raise questions during public questions near the start of the meeting.  In addition the 

following committee meetings are due to be held as follows:- 

Monday 6th August 2023 - Hoopers Field Committee meeting (postponed from 17th July) - 7.30pm at 
Hooper’s Field Pavilion. 

 

Angela Raymond, Clerk to Wanborough Parish Council     Parish website - www.wanborough.info 
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Swindon Open Studios 2023 

www.swindonopenstudios.org 

This year's event will be taking place over the weekends of: 
16th & 17th September 2023 
23rd & 24th September 2023 

Swindon Open Studios is an annual community exhibition during which artists invite members of the public into 

their studios, homes and exhibition spaces for a chance to see where and how their art is made during two 

consecutive weekends with a chance to buy original, affordable art.  

There are several artists from the village who will be showing their artwork.  

Look out for further details next month.   
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Liddington 100 Club 

The winner for June is John Dale - congratulations John    - Caroline 

Liddington Parish Council 

Wanborough Clay Pigeon Shoot.  

Following an incident last year when a resident complained of being hit by falling shot whilst in the village playground with her 
children, the Parish Council have been in communication with the Shoot and the Swindon Borough Council Footpaths officer to 
see how the safety of the public could be improved.  This has led to the Shoot, which take place normally every other weekend, 
placing much better signage and some hooters to alert the Shoot to the need to stop firing whilst people use that part of the 
footpath.  We understand the shoot have also changed the alignment of their shooting so that they no longer shoot towards 
the playing field.  It is imperative the footpath remains open and that nobody feels unable to use the footpath whenever they 
wish to.  The Parish Council had initially enquired about placing permanent signage at each end of the path to indicate the 
occurrence of the shoot but we are not permitted to do this so we are reliant on the Shoot members continuing to place their 
temporary signs and hooters each time they meet.  We have asked the Club to slightly adjust their placement of one of the 
hooters to cover both the private farm track and the public footpath.  This will ensure safety of all people and will hopefully 
prove to be acceptable to the Club. The Parish Council will also ensure waymarkers are renewed so the public footpath route is 
clear and nobody enters the shoot from another direction. 

Boundary Vegetation 

The Parish Council would like to say Thank you to all of the residents that having been ‘doing their bit’ to help keep the Village 
looking clean and tidy, by maintaining the grass verges outside of their homes. We would like to remind all residents to keep 
their boundary vegetation from overhanging public pavements and footpaths as it creates obstruction and moss growth. 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 6th September 2023 please note the earlier start time of 6:30pm, this is now 
the new meeting start time going forward, in the Village Hall. Residents are welcome to attend. 
Please note the section where the public can speak is to be held at 7.00 pm in the Main Hall.  
Alternatively, if you would like to raise an issue or ask a question, please contact the Clerk, via parishclerk@liddington.org  
 
 Laura Evans, Clerk to Liddington Parish Council 

All Saints’ fundraising activities 

 There will be no All Saints’ coffee morning in August. The next one will be Monday, 4th September in the Village Hall, followed 

by 2nd October, 6th November and 4th December. 

 We will be having a Harvest Lunch on Sunday, 24th September following the All Saints’ church service. Tickets will be £15 per 

person; more details in the next edition. Saturday, 28th October will see our annual Children’s Halloween Party! In the evening 

of Saturday, November 18th we are planning something different - an “American Supper” along with a band! And finally, 

Saturday, 9th December will be our Xmas Bazaar. 

 All events will be held in Liddington Village Hall. More details will appear in future issues of the Lyden. Please 

contact churchliddington@gmail.com for more information. 

 John Mathieson 
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Your Ridgeway Borough Councillor update - Gary Sumner: 

Ward Surgery is 26th August 9-10.30 at Wanborough Village Hall.  
 

It’s already been a busy summer, helping at the Wanborough Horse & Dog Show (together with my wife) and we are looking 
forward to the Summer Show in August where we will both also be volunteering, alongside other residents to keep these valued 
events going.  

Wanborough Road:  

After so many months of inconvenience it’s great to see the Wanborough Road open again. There will be a couple of areas where 
they continue to work under signals but at least its open. I am assured that no such closure will be required for the work on the 
Lotmead end. 

School Safety Zones: The officers from the SBC team have continued with visits at morning drop off to be able to fully assess and 
come up with plans for both Wanborough and Bishopstone Primary Schools to increase pupil safety. 

20mph zones: 

Consultations have now closed for my requests for 20mph zones (which are supported by the Parish Councils) in the following 
locations: Wanborough: Church Road, top of Kite Hill and Ham Road. Liddington: The Street and Bell Lane. Bishopstone: Icknield 
Way, High Street & Cues Lane. I attended a meeting in Bishopstone on the 19th July to discuss some concerns from residents and 
their views and all of those who have commented online during the consultation will be considered before any final scheme is 
planned. 

Rural Verges: 

There have been numerous comments on the ‘overgrown’ verges in the villages and on rural roads. This is as a result of a ‘re-
wilding’ policy to increase biodiversity, but the Borough will still cut verges where visibility and safety is an issue. They have opened 
a conversation with Parishes who may wish to do more. 

Gigabit Fibre Update:  

The west of Purley Road including Medbourne Lane should now be completed and I will update residents when they are able to 
order a service.  

Foxhill is not forgotten and the procurement process for ‘Project Gigabit’ is now closed and I am awaiting an update on next 

steps. I have also been updated that Three and EE have a joint venture in place to upgrade existing 4g LTE transmitters to 5g and 

this will include the use of locations previously used for Swindon Superfast. 

Please call me on 01793 790814 or email me:  gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk   

Ridgeway Villages website: www.ridgewayvillages.co.uk 

mailto:gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk
http://www.ridgewayvillages.co.uk
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Our July meeting was a guided walk around Swindon Old Town. Fortunately 
the evening was dry and we were able to enjoy the walk without getting a 

drenching from the predicted rain. Our guide for the walk was Nancy Heath, who is the President 
of the Swindon Old Town WI. Nancy has lived in Old Town for many years, and has researched the 
history of the area in some depth. Her knowledge and amusing anecdotes kept us fascinated for 
over an hour, and we all agreed that we could happily have listened to her for even longer. 
Swindon Old Town has many lovely old buildings and Nancy’s stories brought the history of its 
development to life. Nancy encouraged us to ‘look up’ when walking around so that we didn’t 
miss the detail at the top of some of these historic buildings. 

A good evening was finished off by members meeting up at The Brewers in Wanborough 
where we were well looked after as usual. 

Wanborough Junior Football Club 

At the beginning of July Wanborough Wasps Junior FC held their annual general meeting (AGM) 
combined with our end of season player presentations. The event took place at Wanborough Village 
Hall and was supported by the Harrow Inn pub who served food and drink throughout the day and 
into the evening. The AGM and presentations are a chance for us to reflect on the hard work that is 
invested by the players, the coaches, the referees and the parents who volunteer week in week out 
so that girls and boys can represent Wanborough across the county. 

The club attracts players from Wanborough, Swindon and the surrounding Villages and on the day over 150 trophies were 
awarded to children across the 9 teams that competed in the 2022/2023 season. We celebrated our U7's team winning the cup 
this year and all the teams battling hard in their leagues. 

However, it does not seem that long ago when Covid hit stopping all football which led to a number of older teams not being 
able to finish their seasons and subsequently folding. During this time the club decided to focus on future football development 
furthering its partnership with Swindon Town in the Community to provide state of the art training facilities at Foundation Park 
but also to work with the Hoopers Field Committee to create a 5-a-side and 7-a-side pitches at Hoopers Field. This allowed our 
youngest teams to take advantage of the perfectly flat surface. 

Following lots of positive comments about the Hoopers Field venue and pitch the committee worked hard to expand the 
opportunity for all teams to be able to play games at Hoopers Field. Thankfully, with hard work to secure funding from 
Wiltshire & Swindon Sports (WASP), The Football Foundation and the Wanborough Parish Council we were able to purchase a 
set of movable 9-a-side goals. 

For the 2023/2034 season which will start in September, the club is welcoming 3 new teams, increasing our teams to 12 
ranging from U7 to U15. The club are also in the process of setting up a girls only section, we are starting with U15 but do have 
interest in a number of age groups and will need more girls to come along and give football a try. 

Therefore, if you have a child that that is interested in playing football, or you are a budding coach, or would like to get 
involved in serving refreshments on a Sunday morning please reach out to Matt Strickland 
(Secretary) secretary@wanboroughwasps.com or Ian Butcher (Chairman) chair@wanboroughwasps.com. 

Ian Butcher 
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TENNIS CLUB UPDATE 

With the summer holidays here, we would like to remind parents that all children under 12 must be supervised 

when playing at the courts, unless they are participating in a formal coaching or summer camp session.   

Uni Student Summer Package: 

It is not too late to make use of our special University student summer membership for £35.00, which will run until end September!! 

Further details are available on the Membership page on our website.  

Summer Camps: Reminder to book your spaces for Becky’s fabulous summer camps which will run on the following dates in August: 

• 1st and 2nd August 

• 7th, 8th and 9th August 

• 14th, 15th and 16th August 

• 21st, 22nd and 23rd August 

Other Club News: New LED floodlights are expected to be fitted on courts 1 & 2 at the end of August or first week of September. Also 

keep an eye out for the new juniors LTA youth programme schedule, which will be announced later this month or early September. A 

reminder to all members that our new Safeguarding Policy, Codes of Conduct and Social Media Policies have been published on the 

website. Please take some time to familiarise yourselves with them. 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR 50:50 LOTTERY – TO HELP US GET THE NEEDED FLOODLIGHTS!!!! 

With our tennis courts being outdoor, we rely on floodlights (particularly over the dark winter months) to enable play to continue into 

the evenings. Unfortunately, we still don’t have any lights on courts 3 and 4 and so we have an initiative to change this. However, the 

cost of installing new floodlights is an enormous investment for us. All we ask is for as many people as possible to purchase just 1 ball 

per month for a 12-month period!!!! 

The chances of winning are much better than the national lottery, so we would really appreciate it if you could put your money 

towards a great community project (whether you are a member of the tennis club or not  ). The more people that participate the 

bigger the prize money!!  

The cost per ball for 1 month is £10. To enter, simply email wanboroughtreasurer@gmail.com with the following information and we 

will arrange for GoCardless to contact you by email to set up a Direct Debit.  

• Email Subject: “50:50 Lottery Entry” 

• Your name 

• What number you would like (details of available numbers are on our website) 

Winners will be announced every month in the Lyden and WTC Newsletter. Full details on how it will work can be found on the Lottery 

Page in our Tennis Club website https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WanboroughTennisClub 

The Old Boilers 

News and Events 

We are delighted to announce that with the success of this year's Wanborough Beer and Cider Festival we were 
able to raise £1,000 for each of our two designated charities. 

4Kelly Foundation - who offer a holistic service to adults with the need for mental health support. Engaging with 
individuals suffering with anxiety and depression, in practical steps to help towards a better life. 

Ben Saunders Foundation - who support children and young adults with end of life, cancer care. Offering families in this situation, 
with short holidays together, in lodges at the Cotswold Water Park. 

Please take time to visit www.4kelly.org and www.bensaundersfoundation.org 

In addition we were delighted to offer the Wanborough Village and Country Show £500 for an attraction at this year's show. The 'Surf 
Simulator' looks fantastic fun, but please don't try this at home! 

Stay tuned for more details in next month's Lyden Magazine, the Old Boilers have decided to organise for another year, a coach 
outing to Winchester Christmas Market. It was a great day out for everyone last year, combining Christmas shopping, and for some, a 
little indulgence. 

Save the date Saturday 25th November. 

Barry Hillier on behalf of The Old Boilers. 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WanboroughTennisClub
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Bishopstone and District Garden Club 
 
Visit to Rooksnest, Lambourn Woodland. 

 
Our visit to Rooksnest, opened under the National Gardens scheme, was a a superb chance to 
see the stunning gardens. The weather was kind to us,  dry, warm and bright but not too hot 
to allow us to wander through the varied ‘rooms’ both formal and informal and enjoy all the 
different planting, ponds and statues set around the beautiful house and its out buildings. 
There were roses everywhere, dripping with flowers, lovely herbaceous borders, 
woodland areas, productive vegetable garden and greenhouses and much more. I’m sure that 
all who went will have Rooksnest very much on their ‘must visit’ list for next year. Thanks 
Sarah for suggesting it, a lovely day out. 

In July Peter Biggs from Wanborough Herb Nursery, one of our regular speakers and Silver 
Medallist at Chelsea, came with ideas for plants that will tolerate our increasingly hot dry 
summers and the resulting conditions and irregular rainfall. He explained the various coping 
strategies which plants have developed, there are those with long deep taproots others have 
adapted their leaf shape to be small, narrow, rolled, or hairy to reduce water loss. Succulents 
store moisture and aromatic plants have oils which help to retain water. Peter had brought 
along a large selection of all types of herbs which tend to grow in poor dry and stony soil that are well adapted to coping with 
hot arid conditions as well as being beautifully scented and having some very pretty flowers. We came away with a much 
greater appreciation of how to recognise drought tolerant plants and how to care for them.  

Diary Date 
Wednesday 9th August 7pm Bishopstone Village Hall. 
Mandy Bradshaw, The Chatty Gardener, who unfortunately had to cancel her talk in March due top bad weather, will be 
joining us. Her theme will be ‘Getting the Right Angle at Chelsea - a journalists view’ a light hearted insight into the ’tricks of 
the trade’ in catching the eye of the judges at shows not only Chelsea and Hampton Court but also our very own BandDGC 
Gardening Show coming up on September 9th. Its a must for all members planning to enter their flowers, fruit, vegetables and 
more in our annual event. 
 
Saturday Sept 9th Bishopstone and District Gardening Show in Bishopstone Village Hall 
Time to start planning your entries. Classes for children and adults covering flowers, plants, fruit, vegetables, preserves, 
baking, artworks, handicrafts and photograhy. Something for everyone. Full details of classes available from Chris Thomas 
01793 790106.  Entries to be submitted by Tuesday Sept 5th, exhibits to be brought to the hall and displayed between 8am 
and 10.30am. After the judging  the hall will open for viewing at 1pm. Awards will be presented at 3pm. followed by a sale of 
exhibits, any not for sale must be collected between 3.15pm and 3.30pm. 
GOOD LUCK everyone! 
Marion Peck 

BISHOPSTONE & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 

SHOW OF 

FRUIT, FLOWERS, VEGETABLES, PHOTOGRAPHS, DOMESTIC & CRAFTS 

 

 
BISHOPSTONE VILLAGE HALL 

SATURDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 2023 at 1.00pm 

Free admission 

Whether you have entered the show or just come for a look around we cannot wait to see you there. 

If you would like a schedule of classes then please contact us either by email: banddgclub@outlook.com  

or call: 

 Chris Thomas   01793790132  or Sue Dent    01793790246 

mailto:banddgclub@outlook.com
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All the fun of the Liddington village fête - Photo gallery on the next two pages 

About 250 people turned out on June 17th for the first Liddington village fête to be held in several years. A special thanks goes 

to Sarah Troughton, Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire, who arrived by pony and trap to open the event, courtesy of John 

Wadsworth the driver and Del Boy the pony.  

Despite a ten minute downpour midway through the programme, spirits were not dampened as the crowds enjoyed traditional 

fairground flying chairs, bouncy castles, chocolate and bottle tombolas, a dog show and a children’s treasure hunt. The bar and 

BBQ fared well, complemented by the colourful ice cream and cupcake vans, and the crêpes and candy floss vendors. Live 

entertainment, Lonnie Donegan style, was provided by Ode and the Bepops skiffle group.  

Thanks go to the bell ringers who rang in the start and rang out the finish of the fête. The church tower attracted nearly 70 

visitors who were also treated to some magnificent flower displays in the church. Cream teas were served in the Village Hall 

which also hosted the Liddington Art Group’s exhibition of their paintings. 

So a big thank you to all our volunteers, stallholders and sponsors, and attendees, who helped make this a great success. All in 

all a great day which brought a big smile to the village and nearly £2,500 for the All Saints’ new pew heating system! 

Next year’s fête will be bigger and better, and is planned to be held on Saturday, 15th June 2024! Save the date!  

The Extraordinary Calling 

Ex-Harrow Landlord Barry Hillier has recently self-published 

his 4th fiction novel, and they are all of different genres. 

The Extraordinary Calling, is available in paperback and on 

kindle at www.amazon.co.uk/Extraordinary-Calling-Barry-

Hillier 

 

Barry's first book - was a supernatural chiller concentrated in 

a haunted pub. 

His second book - based in Bristol, was a crime thriller. 

His third book - science fiction, one hundred years from now. 

For his fourth book, it's probably best to study the blurb on 

the book's back cover (pictured). 

 

A message from Barry, 'Don't be alarmed, it's only fiction'. 
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Not so much an adventure… 

Well last month started with an amazing holiday taking a river cruise on the Danube. It was a strange 

feeling preparing to go on holidays after so long.   Pre-Covid we were out of the country at least three or 

four times a year and sometimes for up to a month at a time. Now we’re back to panicking about what 

to bring and how to get there. Actually, it worked out well.  We travelled with SAGA as befits our age and 

they pick you and your luggage up from home and deliver you safely to the airport and onwards to 

Budapest. We cruised from Budapest to the Black Sea with stopovers in 

Hungary, Serbia, and Romania. We met some interesting people among our 

fellow cruisers. We ate some of the most delicious meals ever and mostly four times a day and flew 

home a kilo heavier from Bucharest (after a 13-hour delay at the airport. but that’s another story!) 

However, we missed Wanborough’s Beer and Cider Festival now in its fifth year and to all accounts a 

rattling enjoyable time was had by all. As well as sharing pints and tastes the organisers known as The 

Old boilers raised lots of funds for charity too.  

We were back home in time for Wanborough Primary School’s Sports day 

and what a lovely day that was. Lovely to see so much enthusiasm from all the children proving how 

having a go is more important than winning! Though there were some great winners too. The younger 

children’s mothers competed in an egg and spoon race and proved the competitive spirit is still alive 

and well. We will gloss over the daughter in law who is clearly as competitive as ever despite still 

recovering from her pelvic injuries! I had to make a formal complaint re discrimination and the lack of 

grandparent races though and was assured by Mr Drury that there will be some next year. I’m surely 

going to live to regret interfering with this event. 

One of our great joys in the summer is visiting other people’s gardens. The 

Open Gardens scheme gives you a list of gardens in your vicinity and when 

they are open. This month we visited two. The first was Oare Manor near Pewsey where we had been 

before, and little seems to have changed. The owner likes a public park image and many parts featured 

rows upon rows of sturdy orange marigolds. The traditional perennial borders lacked colour though the 

vegetable and fruit gardens made up for the disappointing flower displays. Our other weekend garden 

visit was to Wickham House near Newbury - what a magical spot and designed as a relaxation space for 

those attending high powered conferences and events. The walled garden is a delight full of secret 

walks and lush colour. A delightful summer house styled circa 1920, well cared for tennis court and a 

beautiful swimming pool make it certainly a place where you could relax and unwind. It’s a pity we 

couldn’t afford to stay! 

Meanwhile Big Breakfast Plus continues to both feed more people and catch the public’s support. Rotary Club of Swindon Old 

Town gave us 750 Duck Race tickets to sell, and we were awarded with a donation £563 that will pay for more than 112 freshly 

cooked breakfasts together with unlimited hot drinks and toast. Best of all news, Ben our Thursday shift lead volunteer, who 

has been with us since before Covid lockdown won the star prize of £1,000. He sold himself the winning ticket. How well 

deserved is that? Meanwhile I spent a couple of hours talking about Big Breakfast Plus with Girls About Town on Swindon 105.5 

Radio and Wayne got to share his encyclopaedic knowledge of the costs and rises in food prices with Heart Wiltshire Radio on 

their programme on food poverty and the continued cost of living crisis. 

I finished this month by attending a Tapas Evening with Chris Bryant MP in Old Town who gave an entertaining talk on the 

goings on in Parliament. The occasion was a fundraiser and recognition of the support for Heidi Alexander (the new Labour 

candidate for South Swindon) and there were at least 80 people enjoying the vibe. Tonight, I’m off to celebrate the 30th 

anniversary of Swindon’s Computer Museum looking forward to both a glass of wine in the Central Library Courtyard and a 

guided tour of the museum.  

More on that next time 

Charlotte Mannion charlotte@bigbreakfastplus.org.uk 
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To Get Things Done, Ask a Busy Person 

Mandy Mathieson is that person. She, and several well-known villagers, manage social and fund-raising events in Liddington for 
the upkeep of All Saints’ Church. Nobody wants the Church to end up as a 
warehouse, so the net has to widen for more Churchgoers and other volunteers. 

It reminds me of fund-raising in Chiseldon some years back to replace the roof. 
There weren’t enough Churchgoers to raise the money so a friend of mine set up a 
charity, “Atheists for Holy Cross.” That did the trick. 

Mandy and friends have the same focus, a caring reach to the villagers. I was 
surprised that so much is going on. This year so far, they’ve organised monthly 
coffee mornings, children’s Valentine’s party, Bingo evenings and the Village Fete. 
Yet to come is the Harvest Festival, children’s Hallowe’en and the Christmas 
Bazaar.  

That’s not all from our Mandy. A week ago, I met her and two colleagues, Luiza 
Staniec-Moir from Hinton Parva and Tracy Graham from Swindon at the launch of 
THE INK, a new digital magazine for Swindon. It’s worth a read: https://substack.com/@theinkswindon. 

The three women were promoting a non-profit organisation, set up by music therapist, Luiza, which raises awareness of 
domestic abuse. It helps women and their families through music. The National Lottery helped the trio fund nine events this 
past year. The final event in this series is on 29 July at Christ Church, Swindon – with free admission. Details are on 
www.soundslikewomen.com. You can hear them on Radio 105.5 on the first Tuesday from 6pm to 7pm. Their next ambition is 
to establish a permanent music café for the charity. 

I admire Mandy’s energy for all her diverse activities.  As Shakespeare put it:  

How far that little candle throws its beams  

So shines a good deed in a naughty world. 

Confessions of an Antiques Dealer - Part 4 

By the summer of 1966 I had opened my Antiques shop in east Bristol; I had also managed to persuade a Spanish upholsterer of 
noble birth! to help out in the shop , whilst at the same time letting him use the back of the shop as a workshop and hopefully 
secure some sales for both of us at the same time.  

I had started to attend auctions beyond Bristol; a short trip along the A420 would take me to an auction house in Chippenham 
called Berry, Powell and Shackell in St. Mary Street. Having worked out the bidding procedure and the best strategies for 
securing a bargain, I had started to bid regularly at their auctions. One of the first "bargains" that I bought was a Victorian 
Mahogany Half Tester Bed ( similar to a Four Poster bed but the canopy only protruded over a third of the top). It cost me the 
princely sum of £2. Having brought it back to the shop, I decided that I would keep it and use it in my flat above the shop and 
thereby introduce some Victorian elegance to my less than grand life style , as at the time I was sleeping on a mattress on the 
floor! However, I had obviously moved far too quickly up the life style ladder for it was while I owned this bed that I discovered 
the hidden power of woodworm. 

A month or so after buying and installing the bed, I was awoken in the early hours by a horrendous crash and found myself 
unceremoniously dropped to the floor and covered in debris and dust but mercifully unharmed. The little devils had eaten their 
way through one of the side supports! I was sleeping on the floor once again! Woodworm in small doses are easily treatable 
and aren't a serious worry, but en masse and once they take over a piece then the wood will need to be replaced. They seem to 
prefer Pine, Elm and Walnut and leave Oak and Mahogany alone, so a veneered Mahogany piece quite often has a Pine carcass 
which can be vulnerable although the resident worms are not noticed immediately. There's an old saying in the trade " The only 
reason that piece is still upright is because the woodworms are holding hands!" A dealer that I knew in Bristol at that time used 
to advertise in the local papers. " We buy Antique furniture. No objection to woodworm". Rumour had it that he used to carry a 
small box containing wood dust and when he went into a house he would sprinkle the dust under a leg or in a drawer of the 
pieces that he wanted to buy when the owner wasn't looking. Then he would exclaim " Oh no, this piece is practically 
worthless, the worms have been eating it away. However, I'll take it off your hands and then the rest of your furniture won't go 
the same way". 

Some other auctions that I attended at that time by driving further away from Bristol were in Swindon and Calne. I seem to 
recall that the Swindon sale was held in a street called The Planks. I was fond of buying job lots, when you never knew what you 
could find, no proper inventory was carried out, whereas nowadays just about every item is photographed and advertised 
around the globe. When I got back to the shop and unpacked, every lot was a surprise package! In one job lot from the Swindon 
sale I found a piece of blue and white porcelain that I didn't recognise, so then it was off to the City Museum and the Library to 
do some research. I would occasionally take a coach to London and look at the various departments in the Victorian and Albert 
and the British Museum. No Google search engines then! I started subscribing to auction catalogues as well. By the early 1970's 
I had catalogues arriving almost every day from Sotheby's and Christies and then the sale prices realised would arrive later. In 

https://substack.com/@theinkswindon
http://www.soundslikewomen.com
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this way I could keep abreast of prices and broaden my knowledge on a range of subjects. A Voyage of discovery. I discovered 
that the piece of blue and white porcelain that I had found in the job lot from Swindon was Chinese hard paste porcelain from 
the seventeenth century. 

This and some more important pieces I would take with me up to London, taking the coach as they were mostly smaller pieces 
that would fit in my backpack; then I would consult the specialists at Sothebys and Christies and enter them in 
the relevant auctions. Some items didn't pass close scrutiny, but for me it was a learning curve. I was finding it harder to shift 
larger items ; there was no market for any furniture post Georgian at that time; provincial dealers weren't interested in any 
pieces made after 1830. All this was about to change, however. The home market remained subdued, but the public was 
becoming more aware of Antiques through a TV programme called Going for a Song with Arthur Negus. Arthur would wax 
lyrical regarding the finer points of English Eighteenth Century furniture. Purely by chance, another visitor to my shop would 
offer me a chance to expand my business. He was a London dealer who had lost his way driving from Clifton in the west of the 
city to the A4 on his way to London. He happened upon my shop when he stopped to ask the way. He had a flat in Clifton so 
was a regular visitor to Bristol. He was one of the first dealers in the country to take an interest in buying and selling Victorian 
furniture and mainly exporting it to the USA and Australia. He wanted to buy bedroom suites and sideboards, amongst other 
things. I was starting to buy privately at that time, purchasing whole house contents or single items. Going into most houses 
where the residents were elderly, I would find the inevitable Victorian bedroom suite upstairs comprising a marble topped 
washstand, a dressing table and a wardrobe. The London dealer wanted to buy these , so I soon had a considerable amount of 
bedroom furniture saved for him for his regular visits, when he would buy the lot. Soon the shop became so crowded that I had 
to fill the bathroom which was downstairs, using the bath to stack slabs of marble. The bathroom now being out of service, in 
order to take a bath I had to resort to a walk down to the public baths on Broad Plain, which was half a mile away! A small price 
to pay, I thought, as soon I would be earning a small fortune by indirectly contributing to the export trade! All that was a long 
way off, however. 

 Many hazards lay ahead for a nineteen year old in 1966. Remember, this was the Swinging Sixties, and the Summer of Love 
was just around the corner! 

Tony Smith 

  

 

 

Looking for something to do over the 

school holidays, then why not go on a 

search for some Swindogs & Swinpups. 

Sir Wagalot 

Designed by: Wanborough Primary School 

Located at: Central Swindon Library 

How they decided on their design: 

Our initial designs were inspired by the ethos and values of our 

school and our school motto ‘We All Grow From Here’. Both staff 

and pupils discussed our GROW values in lessons before completing 

their ideas. An artistic work group of both adults and children 

selected our final pup design and brought it to life.  

Sculptures 

Ah-woof! Can you discover all 30 Swindogs and 42 Swinpups on The Big Dog Art 

Trail in Swindon this summer? 

Decorated by professional artists, schools and community groups each balloon dog 

sculpture has been groomed to perfection.  The super-sized sculptures will be 

auctioned at the end of the trail to raise vital funds for Julia’s House children’s 

hospice and the super-cute Swinpups will return to the schools and groups that 

created them. Paw-fect! 

Don’t forget to download the Big Dog Art Trail 2023 app and vote for your 

favourites!  We’d love to see your Swindog selfies too.  Share your snaps with us on 

social with @bigdogarttrail and #BigDogArtTrail. 
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ASHCOMBE & CHURCH 

 

ALL ASPECTS OF 

PLASTERING UNDERTAKEN 

Internal & External 

Commercial & Domestic 
 

3rd Generation Experience 

Based at Church Road, 

Wanborough 
 

Contact: 

E-mail:  marionsmith5052@icloud.com 

Phone: 01793 791042 or 07764968525 
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LYDEN MAGAZINE CONTACTS 

Editorial: Angela             e.mail - lydenmagazine@gmail.com           

 

Advertising:                  Lorna               email - lydenadvertsing@gmail.com 

 

Subsciptions /              John                  email - lydensubs@gmail.com 

Distribution: 

 

Announcments:          Soraya               email - lydenannounce@gmail.com 

 

Please note: Copy date for the next Lyden is 5pm on 14th August 2023.  Please send your articles 

to e-mail Lydenmagazine@gmail.com  

Freedom Church  

Part of the Free Methodist Church meets each 1st and 3rd Sunday in Wanborough village 
hall. 

10:10am for refreshments and 10:30am start. 

In a world that is increasingly confusing we believe that only God can help us to make sense of life. Knowing His son Jesus 
makes all the difference and can bring peace, joy and hope into your life. 

If you would like to chat over a coffee/beer please contact Lou on 07548371982 or visit our 
website www.freedomchurchwiltshire.co.uk 

Prospect Hospice's annual garden fete returns 

Prospect Hospice is thrilled to announce the return of its beloved garden fete. After a three-year break, this event promises to 
once again bring joy, laughter, and a strong sense of community to Wiltshire. 

Taking place on Saturday 9 September, from noon to 4pm, in the hospice’s gardens in Wroughton, the fete is a highlight of the 
summer calendar for residents and visitors alike. This year's event is set to be bigger and better than ever, offering a wide range 
of family-friendly activities, entertainment, and delicious food options. 

Prospect Hospice’s summer raffle will also be drawn at the garden fete. To play the raffle, and be in with a chance of winning a 
grand prize of £2,000, either go to our website, buy tickets from any of our shops, or get them on the day at the garden fete. 

There will be a free park and ride service as visitors will not be able to park at the hospice on the day. Buses will run throughout 
the day to and from Nationwide on Pipers Way. 

Save the date for a day filled with fun, laughter, and the warmth of community spirit, while raising vital funds to support the 
outstanding care provided by Prospect Hospice. 

For more information, please visit www.prospect-hospice.net/fete 

Hinton Bridge Club 

Hinton Parva Village Hall 

Friday Evening 7pm 

New members always welcome 

Dale and Jim Mitchell 

email hintonbridge@hotmail.co.uk 

Tel: 01793 627301 

http://www.prospect-hospice.net/fete
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Privacy Statement 

1.The Lyden Magazine needs to keep a small amount of personal data about its subscribers to enable the correct delivery and renewal of 

subscriptions. 2.We will collect, store, use, amend, share, destroy or delete personal data only in ways which protect people’s privacy and 

comply with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and other relevant legislation. 3. We will only collect the following information: 

Name and Address for delivery 4. We will provide individuals with details of the data we have about them or amend or delete when 

requested by the relevant individual.5. We will keep all personal data secure. 6. We will not share any personal data with third parties or 

individuals outside of the Lyden distribution team. 

The Joke Box 

 My friend bought a boat, so I made him one of those long poles with a 
hook on it. He just put it to one side and ignored it.....I won't make that 
gaff again! 

 Where do bad Rainbows go? Prism, it's a light sentence, and gives them 
time to reflect. 

 I remember very well the first girl to ever take my breath away. 
Susan....she stole my inhaler in year 4. 

 3D movies are okay, but a bit 'in your face'! 
 RIP to one of the best mates I ever had, Hugh Midde. We were very close.  
 
 
Keep smiling all! 
The Village Joker 

There are Books of Remembrance in All Saints’, Liddington and St. Andrew's, Wanborough. If anyone wishes to have 

a name recorded there, please contact a Churchwarden. 
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Spanish Villa for Rent 
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom Spanish villa in quiet 
residential area with shared pool. Sleeps 6. 

Situated 25 mins drive south of Alicante, Costa 
Blanca. 

10 - 15 drive from beautiful sandy beaches.  

Prices £450 - £600 per week.  Discounts for 4 
weeks+ rental.  

For further details contact Jill at casalolemi@hotmail.com.  

View full details and photos at   Simplyowners.net property  (P221231 ) 



 

The HAIR and TRICHOLOGY Clinic 
Treatment of Hair and Scalp Conditions 

NHS & Private Wig Service   01793 741136 
 

Cameo Hair Salon Ltd 

   
 

7 High Street, Chiseldon SN4 0NQ 

01793 740147 

www.hairandtrichology.co.uk 

Private hairdressing rooms available, full PPE 

A & B Domestic Appliances 
Guaranteed repairs to washing machines and    

tumble driers. A genuine professional repair service. 

Contact Andrew Matthews at: 

E: aandbdomestic@gmail.com 

Tel: 01793 536332   Mobile: 07850 665925 
 

11 Farman Close, Eldene, Swindon, SN3 6DP 

Meadowbank House 
Traditional Bed and Breakfast 

Restful and luxurious accommodation in Liddington 

01793 791401       www.meadowbankhouse.com 

PAUL  BISHOP 
 

Interior and Exterior Painter and Decorator 

Free Estimates 

Competitive prices 

 
1 Manor View, Liddington 

Call Paul on 790768 / mobile 07770 751275 

http://www.meadowbankhouse.com

